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Over the last several weeks it is becoming apparent that

we need an overall regional policy on "how clean is clean"
with respect to PCB clean ups and related enforcement
actions. Headguarters has not adegquately addressed the
issue and does not anticipate resolving it in the near
future. The attached memo was written on this subject,

but it relates to a specific case. I feel we must have

a regional policy and it must be conservative, place

strong emphasis on cleaning up our environment and allow -

a margin of safety where health asgessment data is skimpy -,
or minimal., The latter consideration is especially important
when the compounds we are dealing with are as persistent

and toxic as PCB's.

My policy is essentially to clean to preexisting background
levels where there is a risk of exposure or threat of con-
tamination to waters of this nation, to humans, to human
food, to animal feed or tc the enviornment., Background
levels will be determined on a case by case basis generally
after a representative number of grid samples have been
collected and properly analyzed, An exception to this

. policy is where clean up to background levels would cause

more harm or risk to humans or the environment. Iowever,
under most circumstances, clean up will always be reguired
to levels less than S0 ppm.-

This po&icy is consistent with the intent of the PC® regula-
tiong to rid our environment of PCBs and with the past
practise of Region III legal and technical staffs. I
recommend that all programs in this region be asked tc

carry out this policy where PCBs are involved in the clean

up until such time as a court decision or overall IiQ's peclicy
is handed down for this Region's program personnel to follow.
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Pinally, for your information on a related topic, we
have just recejved a propesed policy on "Residual PC3s
lass than 30 ppm separated from higher concentration
PCB material." Headgquarter's proposed policy inter-
prets Section 40 CFR 761.1 that states that a substance ‘
containing less than 50 ppm PCBs becausa of any dilution
shall be treated for disposal purpcses as though it cone
tains greater than 50 ppm PCB concentrations, This will
prevent dilution to avoid carrying out the disposal
requiremant of the regulations,
ce: S$i'Laskowski
T. Voltaggio
E. Skernolis
‘M. Viccaro
R. Schrecongost
B. Smith -
C. Pilla
——
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"PCB Spill Cleanup Policy - How Clean is Clean?

The policy in EPA Region III has historically been to
require cleanup to background levels. oOn April 2, 1987, EpPa
publighed the TSCA PCB spill cleanup policy rule, which sets
naticnal standards for cleanup of PCB spills which occur
after May 4, 1987, o

The spill policy cleanup requireménts differentiate
between low concentration spills (containing less than 56¢
ppm PCB) which contain lesg than 1 pound of PCBs by weight vs.
high concentration spills and, low concentration spills
involving 1 pound or more PCBs by weight,

The major elements of the pelicy pertaining to hiéh
concentration spills and, low concentraticn spills invelving 1
pound or more PCBs, include: -

Immediate regquirements (within 24 hrs} _ |
. Notification requirements as applicable;
2. Spill area secured and posted;

3. Area of visible contamination recofded and documented;
é. Initiate cleanug of all visible traces of £luid. :

Decontamination requirements (Post-cleanup sampling is required)
Outdoor electrical substations 2
a8, Solid surfaces are to be cleaned to 168 micrograms/18¢ cm®,
b. Soil is to be cleaned to 25 ppm. At the option of the
responsible party, soil may be cleaned to 50 ppm provided a
notification of the cleanup level is posted in the area.

Other restricted access areas

" 2., High contact solig surfaces are to be cleaned to 16
micrograms/1€68 ecm®. Cevemen " -

b. Lew contact, indocr.solid surfaces wil} alsc be
decontaminated to 1¢ micrograms/1068 cm®. At the option
of the responsible party, low contact, indeor,
nonimperviocus au:faces may be decontaminated to 16@
-micrograms/1¢@ em® and encapsulated. o

c. Low contact, outdgoz-su:faces are to be cleaned to 120

' micrograns/10¢ em®., '

d. 8Soil is teo be cleaned tc 25 ppm.

Nonrestricted access areas - ~ Rt ,

2. “Replaceable items ghall be properly disposed of..

b. Indoor and outdoor sglid_su:tnces are to be cleaned to
16 micrograns/10d0 em®, .. _ .,

¢. At the optiocn of the responsible party, low-contact,
outdoor nonimpervious solid suyfaces are to be cleaned
either to 14 mic:gg:ams/lﬂﬂ cm®, or cleaned to 10¢
micrograms/18@ cm® and encapsulated.

d. Soil is to be cleaned to 10 ppm and excavated to at

least 10 inches. | ARZOOOSQ _



Recordkeeping requirements

" 1. Maintained five years;

2. 1Ildentification of source of spill; : -

3. Date and time of spill; | : —/

4. Date and time cleanup complated;

5. Description of spill location and nature of materials
contaminated;

6. Any precleanup sampling data used to establish the spill
boundaries;

7. Description of surfaces cleaned;

8. Amount and depth of soil removed;

9. Postcleanup sampling data,

The major elements of the policy pertaining to low
concentration spills involving < 1 1b, PCBs, or lass than 279
gallons of untested minaeral oil, include:

Immediate ¥ 'uirements (within 24 hrs)
1. Notification regquirements as applicable.

Decontamination xe ui:ementé
‘3. All indoor, residential surfaces must be cleaned to 18
' ug/1949 cm’. '

b. All other solid surfaces must be double washed/rinsed.

c. All soil with visible traces of o0f{l, plus a buffar
of 1 lateral foot, must be excavated, and the ground must
beiiesto:ed to its original configuzatlon with clean \
soil.

d. All cleanup must be complated within 48 hours after the "/
rasponsible party was notified or became aware of the
spill,

Recordkeeping reguirements

i, MaIntaInza 5 _years;

2. ldentification of source of spill;

3. Date and time cleanup was completed or te:ninatedz

4. Description of spill location

S. Precleanup sampling data used to establish the spill boundarijes

§. Description of solid surfaces cleaned and of wash/rinse '
mathod used;

7. Amount and depth of soil excavation;

8. A certification atatement signed by the zespansibla pazty
stating that the cleanup. requirements have been met and
thas-the. information. contained. in the record is tzue to
the-Best of his/her. knowledge. Ll

rcr further information, or a copy of the'PCB spill policy,

cail the TSCA Assistance Office at (202) 534-1404, or the
EPA Region III PCB Program at (215) 597-3659/4631.
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030024>3~236H°z REQUIREMENTS wox Low GOzOHZHzrﬂucz SPILLS INVOLVING < 1 LB, HnUm- OR Fﬂ@ﬂ
THAN 270 GALLONS OF ﬁz.n.ﬂm.-.nmﬂ MINERAL OIL o

o

o . o

TYPE OF CONTAMINATED ITEM CLEANUP STANDARD o

. ['» mi]
. e

indoor residential
* Solid Surfaces

mmmon

10 ug/100 cm>

double wash, rinse

* Soil

All soil with visible spill traces
within the spill area plus a foot

buffer is to be removed, and site
restored, **

* All n-mnznv must be completed within 48 hours unnon the nmmwosumvuo party was notified or became

mtuno of nsm spill.

e wmanonm& means. no replace with clean soil, i.e. noanmwsnza less n:u: 1 ppm PCBs. -



